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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

065973 

P 010955Z SEP 76 

FM AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8518 

SECRET STOCKHOLM 4734 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, AO, SW 

SUBJECT: MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT NETO OF ANGOLA 
REF: STOCKHOLM 4731 

THERE FOLLOWS THE TEXT OF PRESIDENT NETO'S MESSAGE AS TRANSLATED 
FROM THE FRENCH AND FURNISHED TO US IN WRITING LATE AUGUST 3 1 
BY PIERRE SCHORI OF THE PRIME MINISTER S STAFF: 

BEGIN TEXT 

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT NETO 

1 . ANGOLA IS VERY INTERESTED IN HAVING RELATIONS WITH THE 
UNITED STATES. THEY SHOULD BE OF THE SAME CHARACTER AS 
RELATIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES, I.E. BE NORMAL AND BE BUILT 
ON RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER'S NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE. 

2. ANGOLA IS NO SATELLITE TO THE SOVIET UNION. ANGOLA HAS A 
COOPERATION WITH CUBA WHICH IS MOTIVATED BY THE STATE OF WAR 
WITHIN THE COUNTRY. THE ANGOLAN GOVERNMENT IS FIRMLY RESOLVED 
NOT TO BE SUBJECTED TO FOREIGN INFLUENCE OF ANY KIND. 

3. THE CUBAN PRESENCE HAS NO AGGRESSIVE INTENTION; THERE ARE 
NO ULTERIOR MOTIVES. ANGOLA NEEDS THE CUBAN HELP, 

PARTICULARLY IN THE AREAS OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND 
MILITARY TRAINING. THE ANGOLAN ARMY MUST LEARN TO USE 
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ADVANCED WEAPONS. THE ENEMY HAS THIS KNOWLEDGE AND THE 
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BORDER AREAS NEAR ZAIRE AND ZAMBIA ARE STILL VERY 
SENSITIVE. IN THE AREA OF HEALTH THE CUBANS ARE MAKING 
TREMENDOUS EFFORTS TO HELP. THE LANGUAGE SIMILARITIES 
MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO HELP QUICKLY AND EFFECTIVELY. WHEN 
THE PORTUGUESE LEFT ANGOLA THERE WERE ONLY 69 ANGOLAN 
DOCTORS. 

4. CUBA'S PRESENCE IS NOT DIRECTED AGAINST US INTERESTS. 
PRESIDENT NETO WANTS TO GIVE THE US GOVERNMENT HIS GUARANTEE 
THAT THE CUBAN PRESENCE IS SOLELY MOTIVATED BY ANGOLA S 
WISH TO STRENGTHEN ITS NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE. 

5. ANGOLA HAS A GREAT INTEREST IN BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS. UNNECESSARY DELAY WILL CAUSE IRRITATION 
AMONG THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE AND WITHIN THE MPLA. 

6. THERE IS A GREAT FUTURE FOR THE BILATERAL RELATIONS 
BETWEEN ANGOLA AND THE UNITED STATES. 

END TEXT. 

SMITH 
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